
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL 

The Secretary- General 

Brussels, 
SG.B.5/JMLC/mbp - sg.dsgl.b.5(2013)276468 

Mr Joseph Caulfield 

by email only to @eircom.net 

Subject: Confirmatory application for access to a Commission document 
reference GestDem 2012/4179 

Dear Sir, 

I refer to your e-mail of 24 October 2012, in which you require, pursuant to Regulation 
No 1049/2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission 
documents, a review of the position taken by the Director-General for Energy (DG 
ENER) of the European Commission on 19 October 2012 in reply to your initial 
application of 20 August 2012. In your initial application, registered under the above case 
number, you requested access to oil "environmental information" held by Commission for 
electricity projects E149, E150, E151, E152, E153, E154, E156 and E291 contained in 
the list of 27th of July 2012...ref erring to Regulation 1367/2006 for the definition of 
"environmental information. 

In its reply to your initial application, DG ENER pointed out that, at this stage, 
environmental information on these projects is really scarce in the Commission. 

When examining your confirmatory application was checked what kind of information is 
currently available with regard to these projects. It appears that, at this stage, the 
Commission does not hold environmental information on the above mentioned projects, 
but has only received responses to a questionnaire with very limited information 
regarding expectations on sustainability. 

Please find attached a blank project questionnaire (electricity) for your information. 

You will see from the questionnaire that the question coming closest to the definition of 
"environmental information" is on sustainability and has been included under point "f 
For your information, this question is covered by a few general sentences for every 
project. 

The reason why no environmental information is available at this stage is that these 
projects are for the moment only indicative ideas. When, in future, any of these projects 
is finally decided for implementation, following the specific dedicated procedures, 
consultations will be carried out by the project promoters at project level according to EU 
and national legislation, such as the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 BruxeUes/Brusseì, BELGIQUE/BELGIÉ - Tel. +32 22991111 
Office: BERI 5/332 - Tel. direct line +32 229-+32 22 99 06 52 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/ 

Ref. Ares(2013)268157 - 28/02/2013



(2001/42/EC), the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (2011/92/EU) or the 
Aarhus Convention. 

The list you submit to us is part of the amended list of potential projects of common 
interest (as published on 27 July 2012) that includes ten years network development 
plans (TYNDP) and non-TYNDP projects. In your case, project E 152, E 153, E 154 and 
E 155 are TYNDP whereas the others are non-TYNDP projects. 

For projects promoted by an established transmission system operator (TSO) and 
included in the latest TYNDP prepared by the European network of transmission system 
operators (ENTSO) for electricity (2012) or for gas (2011), the TSOs have submitted 
project information directly to the relevant ad hoc working groups. For projects not 
included in the latest TYNDPs for electricity and gas, the Commission coordinated a 
request for this same information on behalf of the working groups. This online request 
for information closed on 7 June 2012. 

I can confirm that all these projects, including the ones you refer to in your application, 
have been subject to a public consultation last summer through the list to which you 
refer. However, no pre-selection has been made prior to the publication of these projects. 
The purpose of this consultation was to allow stakeholders' views to be heard at an early 
stage and before the project takes shape. Presently the Commission is assessing these 
projects in order to draw up the list of "project of common interest", but this process is 
still on-going. 

For your information, it is only at a later stage, when some of these projects are put on 
the list of projects of common interest and once some these of project have been formally 
proposed and approved by the Commission, that an environmental assessment will be 
conducted according to the relevant legislation. At that time, substantial and real 
environmental information and reports will be available and access to it may then be 
requested in accordance with Regulation 1049/2001. 

Should you be interested in obtaining the questionnaires referred to above, please address 
your request to DG ENER (ENER-ACCES-DOCUMENTS@ec.europa.eu). This would 
be handled as a fresh application for access, for which a consultation of the third parties 
concerned will be required. 

Since there is no other environmental information in the possession of the Commission 
as regards these projects, I consider that your confirmatory application is devoid of 
purpose. Indeed, a confirmatory application is a request to review a position by which 
access to one or more documents has been fully or partially denied. This is obviously not 
the case with regard to your request. 

Yours faithfully. 

Catherine Day 

Enclosure: (1) 

2 

mailto:ENER-ACCES-DOCUMENTS@ec.europa.eu


Title of the project (electricity) 

*** Please send to ENER-B1 -PROJECTSCaļec. europa, eu and specify the priority corridor 
in the subject line *** 

Introductory information 
Contact details of the project promoter(s) (if several, please fill in for each project 
promoter) 

Company:... 

I I TSO Π DSO O Other project promoter1 

Contact person: 

E-mail address: 

Telephone number: : 

Type of project 
I I Transmission project included in TYNDP 2012 - please refer to Questionnaire I 

I I Transmission project not included in TYNDP 2012 - please refer to Questionnaire II 

I I Storage project - please refer to Questionnaire III 

Priority corridor 

For the implementation of which energy infrastructure priority corridor is the project 
necessary? 

/NB: A separate questionnaire has been preparedfor smart grid projects as well and has 
been discussed in the relevant ad hoc working group under the Smart Grid Task Force.] 

1 Project promoter is defined in Article 2.5 of the draft Regulation С0м(2011) 658 of 19.10.2011. 
'projectpromoter' means: 
a) transmission system operator or distribution system operator or other operator or investor developing a 
project of common interest; or 
b) if there are several transmission system operators, distribution system operators, other operators, 
investors, or any group thereof, the entity with legal personality under the applicable national law, which 
has been designated by contractual arrangement between them and which has the capacity to undertake 
legal obligations and assume financial liability on behalf of the parties to the contractual arrangement. 

Ref. Ares(2013)268157 - 28/02/2013



I. Questionnaire for transmission projects included in Ten-Yea r 
Network Development Plan (TYNDP) 

1. Information concerning relevant Project of Pan-European relevance (PPER) as 
identified in TYNDP (i.e. cluster level) 

a) Name and number of PPER or PPERs to which the investment item belongs: 

b) How is the PPER necessary for the implementation of the priority corridor? 

c) Which EU Member States are involved in the PPER, at which borders?2 

d) Does the PPER cross borders directly or does it have a cross-border impact? 

I I Yes or Π No 

Please specify, including with regard to impact on grid transfer capability in 
MW/MYA. 

e) Are there any interdependencies and/or complementarities with other PPER of the 
TYNDP? If yes, which? 

2 Definition in Article 4(1) c of the draft Regulation С0м(2011) 658 of 19.10.2011: the project involves at 
least two Member States, either by directly crossing the border of one or more Member States or by being 
located on the territory of one Member State and having a significant cross-border impact as set out in 
point 1 of Annex IV. 



2. General information concerning main investment item(s) within TYNDP PPER 
(i.e. project level) 

Please identify, within a given PPER, the investment items contributing significantly to the 
benefits provided by the PPER. Provide the requested information below for each 
investment item selected within the PPER proposed as PCI. 

a) Name and number of investment item (as in TYNDP): 

b) Brief description (as in TYNDP) 

c) Are any other project promoters involved in the investment item? (list each) 

o Countries: I I EU O Non-EU, please specify: 

o Name of undertaking: 

o Contact details: 

d) Type of the investment item 

I [New 

I lUpgrade 

I [Extension 

I ^Replacement 

e) Key physical characteristics [please submit map indicating existing and new lines] 

o Start point (area) 

o End point (area) 

o Length (km) 

o Route type: Π Onshore Ц Offshore 

f) Key technical characteristics 

o Transmission capacity (MW for DC/ MVA for AC): 

o Voltage (kV): 

o Current: ŪDC ПАС 

o Line type: Π OHL O Underground cable 

g) Estimated cost of the investment item(capital expenditure in million euros). 

h) Planned date of commissioning (year) 

i) Implementation status 

I iPre-feasibilitv 

I iFeasibility/FEED 

Opinai Investment Decision (FID) 

I [Permitting 



I IConstruction 

Obstacles for the implementation of the investment item 

I IPermit granting (please explain): 

Π Regulatory treatment (please explain): 

I iFinancing (please explain): 

I I Other (please explain): 

I iNone 



3. Specific information concerning main investment item(s) within TYNDP PPER 
(i.e. project level) 

Please provide the information requested below for each investment item selected within 
the PPER proposed as PCI. 

a) What are the main reasons for you to propose this investment item for 
consideration as a PCI? 

b) Which EU Member States are involved or affected by the investment item with 
respect to grid transfer capability, at which borders? 

c) Which non-EU Member States are involved or affected by the investment item with 
respect to grid transfer capability, at which borders? 

d) Does the investment item cross borders directly or does it have a cross-border 
impact? Please specify, in particular with regard to impact on grid transfer 
capability of this investment item (in MW) compared to the impact of the whole 
PPER. 

e) How will this investment item facilitate market integration, elimination of isolated 
markets, competition and system flexibility? Please specify in particular the impact 
on energy system-wide generation and transmission costs. 

f) How will the investment item facilitate sustainability, inter alia through the 
transmission of renewable generation to major consumption centres and storage 
sites? Please specify in particular, which capacity of renewable generation will be 
connected directly or indirectly (in GW/1000 km2). Please specify also the type of 
renewable generation capacity concerned. 

;) How will this investment item contribute to security of supply and secure and 
reliable system operation? Please specify the impact of the project on the loss of 
load expectation for the area of analysis as defined in point 10 of Annex V of the 
draft Regulation in terms of generation and transmission adequacy for a set of 
characteristic load periods, taking into account expected changes in climate-related 
extreme weather events and their impact on infrastructure resilience. 

h) Why is this investment item particularly necessary for the implementation of the 
TYNDP PPER? 

i) Why is the realisation of this investment item particularly urgent with regard to the 
EU energy policy targets of i) market integration and competition, ii) sustainability 
and iii) security of supply? 



4. Please describe the interdependencies and complementarities between the 
proposed inv estment items of the TYNDP PPER. 



 
From: "ENER-B1-CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu" ENER-B1-
CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu  
To: xxx@xxx  
Sent: Monday, 30 July 2012, 9:58 
Subject: RE: Public Consultation - Irish Electricity Projects 
 
Dear XXX, 
  
Thank you for your enquiry. The consultation lists published online contain all the 
information on each project that the Commission can publicly release. More detailed 
technical information is controlled by the individual project promoters and we cannot 
release it due to commercial confidentiality. Given that each project promoter is 
named for each project, what I can suggest is that you contact each one and request 
information from them. Some have quite a lot of data already available on their 
website and will be better able to advise you. Unfortunately, it is not in the power of 
the Commission to release this data on their behalf. 
  
I hope this helps. 
Best wishes, 
  
Thomas BARRETT 
 
  
 
European Commission 
DG Energy 
Unit B1 
 
DM24 6/12 
B-1040 Brussels/Belgium 
+32 2 29 21420 

  
  
   
From: xxxx@xxxx  
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 9:28 AM 
To: ENER B1 CONSULTATION 
Subject: Public Consultation - Irish Electricity Projects 
  
Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
I refer to your webpage 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/consultations/20120620_infrastructure_plan
_en.htm  
  
Please advise where the detailed project information may be obtained in relation to 
electricity projects in Ireland. 
  
Best Regards, 
xxxxxxxx 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 



From: xxxx@xxxx 
To: "ENER-B1-CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu" ENER-B1-
CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu   
Sent: Monday, 30 July 2012, 14:23 
Subject: Re: Public Consultation - Irish Electricity Projects 
 
Dear Mr. Barrett, 
 
Thank you for the quick response to my query. 
 
I have had a look at the online questionnaire and note the EU asks the following: 
 
ELECTRICITY PROJECTS IN YOUR COUNTRY 
Please identify the five electricity projects in your country that contribute the most to 
the following key energy policy objectives of the EU: 
 

• market integration, competition and system flexibility; 

• transmission of renewable generation to major consumption centres and 
storage sites; 

• interoperability and security of supply. 
 
ELECTRICITY PROJECTS - EU WIDE 
Please identify the five EU-wide electricity projects that contribute the most to the 
following key energy policy objectives of the EU: 
 

• market integration, competition and system flexibility; 

• transmission of renewable generation to major consumption centres and 
storage sites; 

• interoperability and security of supply. 
 
I have also researched the websites of the companies responsible for the Irish 
projects and none of them provide any useful/detailed information to allow a citizen to 
evaluate projects as requested in the questionnaire. 
 
Some examples: 
 

• E151: http://www.gaelectric.ie/index.php/energy-storage/  

• E150: http://www.organicpower.ie/   

• E149: http://www.naturalhydroenergy.com/ 
  
This consultation process does not seem to meet the basic requirements for public 
participation as per Regulation 1367/2006 

• http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:264:0013:0013:EN:P
DF  

 
I would appreciate if you could advise, that in the absence of any project information, 
how a citizen is supposed to participate in the consultation process? 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Xxxx 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 
 
 
From: "ENER-B1-CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu" ENER-B1-
CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu  
Cc: ENER-B1-CONSULTATION@ec.europa.eu  
Sent: Thursday, 23 August 2012, 9:25 
Subject: RE: Public Consultation - Irish Electricity Projects 
 
Dear Mr XX, 
  
Please find attached an answer to your enquiry. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Marija Mrdeza 
Policy Officer 
 
 
  
European Commission 
DG Energy 
Unit Internal Market I: Networks and Regional Initiatives 
DM 24 06/013 
B – 1049 Brussels 
Phone: + 32 2 296 26 36 

 
 
 
Dear Mr XXX, 
 
Thank you very much for your enquiry concerning the consultation process. In 
answer to your question I would like to draw your attention to the following 
information:  
 
The Process 
The objective of this early consultation is to seek views on the list of all the projects 
that have been submitted to be considered by the ad hoc working groups as potential 
PCIs. The list of submitted projects has not been pre-screened and no assessment 
has been done on any of them. When evaluating the potential PCIs, the ad-hoc 
working groups will consider the results of this early public consultation, as well as 
the opinion of the National Regulatory Authorities on each of the projects, and the 
opinion of ACER on the cross-regional consistency. Once the submitted projects 
have been assessed, the Commission plans to launch a second consultation towards 
the end of the year on the results of the work of the ad hoc groups. This second 
consultation will include more detailed information about each project.  
 
In addition, individual infrastructure projects have to comply with environmental 
legislation (e.g. EIA Directive1, Aarhus Convention2), which require public 

                                                
1
 Council Directive of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 

projects on the environment 
2
 The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on Access to Information, 

Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 



participation in decision-making. Project promoters are responsible for carrying out 
these consultations in line with the EU and national legislation. Under the proposed 
guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure, the Commission has introduced 
rules on enhanced transparency and call for citizens to be involved at a very early 
stage of the permitting procedure of PCIs. Indeed the guidelines call for the project 
developers to carry out at least one public consultation before they submit a formal 
application for the permit. The objective is to render the permitting process more 
efficient while safeguarding the EU’s high standards in environmental protection.  
 
Personal and sensitive data 
This current consultation includes information on the form and location of all projects. 
We must balance this with the need for commercial entities to have some 
confidentiality around planned investments, so we hope you appreciate that we 
cannot release sensitive technical data. If there are specific projects about which you 
would like to know more, the relevant project promoters may be willing to share more 
information. 
In reference to the personal data of project promoters, we would like to clarify a few 
points. Each project has been submitted by a promoting organisation. While the 
public consultation contains the name of every project promoter as an organisation, 
we cannot give out the details of any named individuals. 
 
According to regulation 45/2001, Article 6, Change of Purpose: "Without prejudice to 
Articles 4, 5 and 10: 1. Personal data shall only be processed for purposes other than 
those for which they have been collected if the change of purpose is expressly 
permitted by the internal rules of the Community institution or body". 
 
The privacy statement for the initial submission of project information (accessible at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/infrastructure/consultations/doc/20120607_non_tyndp_pro
jects_privacy_statement.pdf) states that ' No personal data is transmitted to parties 
which are outside the recipients and the legal framework mentioned.' 
 
As the privacy statement precludes sharing information with external parties, this 
would contravene the requirements of Regulation 45/2001. 
 
Furthermore, according to regulation 45/2001 Article 8 'Transfer of personal data to 
recipients, other than Community institutions and bodies, subject to Directive 
95/46/EC':  
"Without prejudice to Articles 4, 5, 6 and 10, personal data shall only be transferred 
to recipients subject to the national law adopted for the implementation of Directive 
95/46/EC, 
(a) if the recipient establishes that the data are necessary for the performance of a 
task carried out in the public interest or subject to the exercise of public authority, or 
(b) if the recipient establishes the necessity of having the data transferred and if there 
is no reason to assume that the data subject's legitimate interests might be 
prejudiced". 
 
Purpose of Consultation 
The purpose of this consultation is to allow stakeholders' views to be heard in an 
early phase and before the project takes shape. Hence the "scarcity" of information. 
This consultation is a way of addressing environmental organisations' wish to be 
consulted as early in the process as possible. In addition, both this consultation, and 
the second consultation to come, will allow for a comprehensive view at the EU level, 
contrary to national project level consultations.  



And of course this consultation does not prejudge any future consultations that will be 
carried out in particular those by the project promoter at project level according to EU 
and national legislation (e.g. SEA Directive3, EIA Directive4). 
Environmental assessments5 are important tools for integrating environmental 
considerations into plans and programmes. Environmental assessment can be done 
for individual projects (EIA Directive), when it is the responsibility of the project 
promoter, or for plans or programmes (SEA Directive), where it is the Member state 
who is in charge. Where the implementation of a project or plan has a significant 
effects on the environment, consultations with the public are always foreseen. 
Member States shall identify the public, including relevant non-governmental 
organisations, and the opinions expressed by both the relevant authorities and the 
public have to be taken into account in the preparation of the project or plan.  
 
Aarhus Convention: 
The Aarhus Convention, which the EU is a signatory to since 2005, establishes a 
number of rights for the public with regard to the environment. This includes 
information on the state of the environment and policies and measures taken by 
public authorities, public participation in decision making and access to justice. 
According to Article 1 of the Aarhus Convention "each Party shall guarantee the 
rights of the access to information, public participation in decision making, and 
access to justice in environmental matters in accordance with this Convention". 
Nevertheless, requests may be refused to respect the confidentiality of commercial 
interest. A decision to refuse access must state the reasons for the refusal and 
indicate what forms of appeal are open to the applicant. All persons who feel their 
rights have not been respected must have access to a review procedure under 
national legislation. The European Union applies the Aarhus Convention to its own 
institutions and bodies. 
 
Kind regards 
 

                                                
3
 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of 27 June 20001 on the 

assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment 
4
 Council Directive of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 

projects on the environment 
5
 According to Directive 2001/42/EC, Article 2 (b) "environmental assessment" shall mean the 

preparation of an environmental report, the carrying out of consultations, the taking into 

account of the environmental report and the results of the consultations in decision-making 

and the provision of information on the decision in accordance with Articles 4 to 9 











































































EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL 

Direction В 
SG-B.5 
Transparency 

Brussels, 22.11.2012 
SG.B.5/JMLC/rc -
sg.dsgl.b.5(2012) 1594256 

Mr. Joseph CAULFIELD 

 
eircom. net 

Subject: Confirmatory application for access to documents under Regulation 
(EC) No 1049/2001 - Ref.: GestDem 2012/4179 

Dear Mr Caulfield, 

I refer to your letter of 24 October 2012, registered on the 30 October 2012, in which you 
make a confirmatory application, pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 regarding 
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents1, requesting 
a review of the position of the Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) in reply to 
your initial application of 20 August 2012. 

We note that DG ENER has replied in detail to your queries, but has refused to disclose 
personal data in accordance with Article 4(1) (b) of Regulation 1049/2001 and with 
Article 8 of Regulation 45/2001. It seems that you do not challenge this position of DG 
ENER. On the other hand, you question the whether DG ENER has properly identified 
relevant documents. We are currently assessing to what extent relevant documents have 
been overlooked in the handling of your application. We have not yet found any such 
documents. In order to allow us to pursue our search, we need to extend the time limt, 
which expires today with another 15 working days in accordance with Article 8(2) of 
Regulation 1049/2001. The new deadline expires on 13 December 2012. 

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 
http://ec.euroDa.eu/das/secretariat general 
E-mail: sa-acc-doc@ec.eurooa.eu 

Ref. Ares(2012)1383960 - 22/11/2012



EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
SECRETARIAT-GENERAL 

Direction В 
SG-B.5 
Transparency 

Brussels, /Ц, /ţj. ЛоА 
SG.B.5/JMLC/rc -
sg.dsgl.b.5(2012) 1720743 

Mr. Joseph CAULFIELD 

By email only: 
@eircom. net 

Subject: Confirmatory application for access to documents under Regulation 
(EC) No 1049/2001 - Ref.: GestDem 2012/4179 

Dear Mr Caulfield, 

I refer to your letter of 24 October 2012, registered on the 30 October 2012, in which you 
make a confirmatory application, pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 regarding 
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents1, requesting 
a review of the position of the Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) in reply to 
your initial application of 20 August 2012. 

I also refer to the holding reply dated 22 November 2012, in which the time limit for 
replying to your confirmatory request was extended by 15 working days, pursuant to 
Article 8(2) of the Regulation. This extended time-limit will expire on 13 December 
2012. 

Unfortunately, we are still not in a position to provide you with a final reply to your 
request as the internal consultations are still on-going. I can assure you that we are doing 
our utmost to provide you with the final reply on your application as soon as possible. I 
regret this additional delay and sincerely apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

1 OJL145, 31.05.2001, p.43. 

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 
http://ec.eurooa.eu/das/secretariat general 
E-mail: sa-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 
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European Ombudsman 
 

Directorate A 
Registry 

 

Joseph CAULFIELD
@eircom.net 

 

 

Strasbourg, 25/01/2013 
Acknowledgement of receipt 

Dear Sir/Dear Madam, 

I am writing to let you know that your complaint dated 22/01/2013 was 
registered on 23/01/2013 and assigned registration number 0181/2013/JF. It will 
be dealt with by  Mr Juliano Franco (tel: +32 (0)2.284.38.58). 

Enclosed, please find an information note concerning the treatment of 
your complaint and the rules governing the protection of personal data which 
the Ombudsman applies when dealing with complaints.  

Your complaint will first be examined to determine if it falls within the 
Institutionʹs mandate. If it does not, I shall inform you accordingly. If it does, 
the Ombudsman will write to you.  

I would also like to draw your attention to the fact that complaints 
submitted to the Ombudsman do not affect time limits for appeals in any 
administrative or judicial proceedings (Article 2(6) of the Statute of the 
European Ombudsman).  

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Bonnor 

Head of the Registry 

 

1 avenue du Président Robert Schuman
CS 30403 
F - 67001 Strasbourg Cedex 

T. + 33 (0)3 88 17 23 13 
F. + 33 (0)3 88 17 90 62 

www.ombudsman.europa.eu 
eo@ombudsman.europa.eu 
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Information note 

What are the first steps?  

Your complaint will first be examined to determine if it falls within the 
Ombudsman’s mandate. If it does not, the Registry will inform you 
accordingly. If another institution could deal with your case, and you have 
already indicated that you consent to your complaint being transferred, the 
Registry may transfer your complaint to the appropriate body. 

If your complaint falls within the Ombudsman’s mandate, the Ombudsman will 
examine whether it meets the applicable admissibility conditions. You will 
normally be informed of these findings within one month. 

If your complaint is admissible, the Ombudsman will then decide whether to 
open an inquiry. In some cases, he finds that there are insufficient grounds for 
opening an inquiry. This is normally the case, for instance, when the 
complainant has also turned to the Committee on Petitions of the European 
Parliament about the same matter.  

What if the Ombudsman opens an inquiry into 
my complaint?  

If the Ombudsman considers that an inquiry is needed, he has a number of 
possibilities at his disposal:  

● If the Ombudsman considers that he needs further information from you, he 

can invite you to submit clarifications. The same approach can be used if the 

Ombudsman has doubts whether the facts reported by you indicate that 

maladministration has occurred. Depending on your clarifications, the 

Ombudsman may then decide to close the case, or, if he finds that the 

institution in question should explain its position on your complaint, he can ask 

it to submit an opinion. If he decides to close the case, he will inform you of the 

reasons for his decision. In some of these cases, he may find it appropriate to 

inform the institution complained against of his decision. He will do so in an 

anonymised form, which means that your name or other personal data will not 

be revealed. 

● The Ombudsman may also decide to carry out an inspection of the 

documents in the institutionʹs file in order to find out whether it is necessary to 

ask the institution for an opinion. 

● The Ombudsman may contact the institution informally in order to try and 

bring about a rapid solution. This is often done in cases where the complaint is 

about an institutionʹs failure to reply, or failure to provide an adequate reply. 
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What are the further steps in case the 
Ombudsman asks the institution for an 
opinion? 

If the Ombudsman decides to ask the institution to provide an opinion on your 
complaint, he normally gives it three months to do so. Once the opinion has 
been received, you will be invited to make observations on it. If the 
Ombudsman considers that further information is needed to enable him to deal 
with your complaint, he can ask the institution to provide this information. The 
Ombudsman can also inspect the institutionʹs file or take testimony from 
members of the institutionʹs staff. You will be informed of the results of these 
steps and invited to make observations. 

If the Ombudsman considers that no maladministration has occurred, he will 
close the case, informing you of the reasons for his decision. If the Ombudsman 
identifies a possible instance of maladministration that could be put right, he 
may make a proposal for a friendly solution. The Ombudsman may also make a 
draft recommendation for this purpose. The Ombudsman cannot oblige the 
institutions to accept his proposals and recommendations, but will normally 
criticise publicly any unjustified refusal to do so.  

How does the Ombudsman deal with the 
personal data in my complaint?  

A complaint to the Ombudsman may contain personal data relating to the 
complainant or to a third party. The processing of personal data by the 
Ombudsman is governed by Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community 
institutions and bodies and on the free movement of such data, OJ 2001 L 8, p.1. 
Please note that you have the right to obtain access to, and rectification of, your 
personal data. To exercise your rights or to obtain any further information, you 
may apply directly to the Ombudsman. If you consider that your rights under 
Regulation 45/2001 have been infringed as a result of the processing of your 
personal data by the Ombudsman, you have the right of recourse at any time to 
the European Data Protection Supervisor. 

Will the Ombudsman handle my complaint 
confidentially?  

If you ask the Ombudsman to handle your complaint confidentially, he will not 
give any third party access to the documents in the complaint file. Please note, 
however, the following:  

a. Confidentiality only applies towards third parties. If the Ombudsman asks 
the institution concerned to submit an opinion on your complaint, he will have 
to send your complaint to that institution.  

b. Confidentiality does not prevent the Ombudsman from disseminating 
information about your complaint in an anonymous form. If the Ombudsman 
asks the institution concerned for an opinion, he publishes your allegations and 
claims on his website, without disclosing your identity. He also publishes, also 
without disclosing your identity, any draft recommendation he may issue 

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/shortcuts/contacts.faces
http://www.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/edps/lang/en/EDPS/Contact/pid/156
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during his inquiry, as well as his final decision. The Ombudsman will only very 
exceptionally decide not to publish information as described above. Finally, the 
Ombudsman may also decide to refer, again anonymously, to your complaint in 
his Annual Report.  

A request for confidentiality can be made at any time. If you do not ask for 
confidentiality, your complaint will normally be classified as public. This 
means that any member of the public can ask for access to any part of the file on 
your complaint, including the complaint itself. 

The Ombudsman may decide to treat your complaint confidentially even 
without any request to that effect from you, if he considers that there are good 
reasons for doing so.   

If the Ombudsman receives a request for public access to documents contained 
in a complaint file and decides to comply with this request (that is to say, in 
cases where the complaint is not confidential), the Ombudsman will determine 
if it is necessary to blank out any personal data concerning yourself. He may 
also blank out personal data concerning third parties. This is done in order to 
comply with the applicable rules on data protection. In some cases, the 
Ombudsman may consult yourself or third parties about disclosure of personal 
data. 

Can I contact the Ombudsman's services 
during their handling of my complaint? 

The letter that you have received contains the name and contact details of the 
staff members entrusted with handling your complaint. You are welcome to 
contact the Ombudsmanʹs services at any time by e‐mail, telephone or letter. 









Public consultation

YOUR DETAILS

Title -single choice reply-(compulsory) Mr
 

First name -open reply-(compulsory) Pat 

Last name -open reply-(compulsory) Swords 

Organisation / Company name -open reply-(optional) Citizen - protesting over illegal EU Policies 

Job title -open reply-(optional) BE CEng FIChemE CEnv MIEMA 

Address (street, number, post code, city) -open reply-(compulsory)

10 Hillcourt Rd Glenageary Co. Dublin 0 

Country -single choice reply-(compulsory) IE - Ireland
 

E-mail -open reply-(compulsory) @gmail.com 

Telephone number -open reply-(compulsory) 0035314434831 

COMMENTS ON THE LIST OF PROJECTS SUBMITTED TO BE CONSIDERED AS
POTENTIAL PROJECTS OF COMMON INTEREST (PCI)

Do you wish to comment on a particular project in the
list?
-single choice reply-(compulsory)

Yes
 

Project number (eg. E43, G121) 
-open reply-(compulsory)

E151, E149, E150, E154, E291,E153, E152,E155, E156 

Comments on the project: -open reply-(compulsory)

The Commission knows that the UNECE Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee in Communication ACCC/C/2010/54 ruled that the
EU's renewable energy programme is in breach of the Convention, a binding part of EU law. Proceeding with any of these and other
renewable energy projects would be a further serious breach of law. In the European Platform Against Wind Energy's Complaint
1892/2012/VL to the EU Ombudsman it states: "The EU consultation team was then requested to provide data on the projects; they
refused stating that this information was held by the developers not themselves. Note: Natural Hydro Energy have provided no details on
location, scale, costs, impacts, etc. DG Energy was then requested with reference to the legal requirements under Regulation 1367/2006
to provide details on the projects, it refused to do so . Instead the privacy Regulation 45/2001 was invoked and refusual under the Aarhus
Convention in relation to respecting the confidentiality of commercial interests". 

Do you wish to comment on another project in
the list? -single choice reply-(compulsory)

Yes
 

Project number (eg. E43, G121) 
-open reply-(compulsory)

G79, G80 

Comments on the project: -open reply-(compulsory)

Ireland badly needs the Shannon LNG project to tap into the Global LNG market, currently the only gas supply is from Scotland via the
Moffet interconnector. Anti-competitive price fixing on this single market supply is making the project viability of the Shannon LNG
development uncertain. This has a serious anti-competitive disadvantage to the Irish gas and electricity consumer. Increasing the buffer
capacity of the Kinsale field by a permanent subsea system, provides additional and vital security of supply, plus allows more efficient
utilisation of the gas supply infrastructure to Ireland, which is at the end of the European gas network. 

Do you wish to comment on another project in No



the list? -single choice reply-(compulsory)  

ADDITIONAL PROJECTS NOT LISTED

Do you wish to submit a project for
consideration as a potential PCI? -single choice

reply-(compulsory)

No
 

CONTRIBUTION TO EU ENERGY POLICY OBJECTIVES

ELCTRICITY PROJECTS IN YOUR COUNTRY
Please identify the five electricity projects in your country that contribute the most to the following key energy policy objectives of the
EU:

market integration, competition and system flexibility;
transmission of renewable generation to major consumption centres and storage sites;
interoperability and security of supply.

(Please use the project numbers as they appear in the list e.g. E43, G121)
-open reply-(optional)

None of these projects contribute to a proper balanced energy policy 

ELCTRICITY PROJECTS - EU WIDE
Please identify the five EU-wide electricity projects that contribute the most to the following key energy policy objectives of the EU:

market integration, competition and system flexibility;
transmission of renewable generation to major consumption centres and storage sites;
interoperability and security of supply.

(Please use the project numbers as they appear in the list e.g. E43, G121)
-open reply-(optional)

None of these projects contribute to a proper balanced energy policy 

GAS PROJECTS IN YOUR COUNTRY
Please identify the five gas projects in your country that contribute the most to the following key energy policy objectives of the EU:

market integration, interoperability and system flexibility;
security of supply;
competition;
sustainability.

(Please use the project numbers as they appear in the list e.g. E43, G121)
-open reply-(optional)

G78, G79, G80, G81 

GAS PROJECTS- EU WIDE
Please identify the five EU-wide gas projects that contribute the most to the following key energy policy objectives of the EU:

market integration, interoperability and system flexibility;
security of supply;
competition;
sustainability.

(Please use the project numbers as they appear in the list e.g. E43, G121)



-open reply-(optional)

Developing fracking and LNG are the key issues. 

OIL PROJECTS EU WIDE
Please identify the oil projects that contribute the most to the following key energy policy objectives of the EU:

security of supply;
efficient and sustainable use of resources through mitigation of environmental risks;
interoperability.

(Please use the project numbers as they appear in the list e.g. E43, G121)
-open reply-(optional)

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON FULL LIST

You are invited to submit general comments on the overall list of projects which have been submitted to be considered as potential
Projects of Common Interest:
-open reply-(optional)
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